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Dear Members and Friends of FPC,  
 

God blessed his church family and his mission at FPC with a May filled with events 
of inspiring and historic significance. Truly landmark occasions included our May 6 
Founder’s Sunday and our May 27 celebration of the 80th Anniversary of 
Dedicatory Sunday for FPC’s second Sanctuary Building. The May 6 Funders’ 
Sunday was in fact the 197th Anniversary of the first worship of the Mayhew 
Mission, which led to the formation of FPC. In addition, on May 13, we celebrated 
Ascension Sunday and Mother’s Day; on May 19-22, we welcomed Ben Jackson 
our new Assistant Minister for FPC/CCO 
University Ministry Outreach for a brief time of 
meetings and house-hunting, before Ben 
returned to Pennsylvania for early- summer training 
and team-building with CCO in University 

Chloe Hardin leads the Call to 
Worship SOS & Youth Group 
Members & Leaders attended 
the "Winter Jam" Contemporary 
Christian Music Concert in 
Tupelo, Thursday Night, 
February 22 

Photos above left: Jeremy and Finley Murdock, Jay Cook, Edward Kemp, Glenda Clark, Carol Mobley, 
Gary Bardwell and others enjoy our Fellowship Brunch on Ascension Sunday & Mother’s Day. Photos at 
right from top through flush right: (1) Last June’s Children’s VBS group; (2) Jeff Foster and Duffy 
Neubauer share a laugh with Boswell Kennard on his 100th Birthday; and (3) Ben and Allison Jackson. 
Photo below: The worship service for the wedding of Will and Kayla Dunlap.  

Photo 
Above: 
Some of the 
members of 

Ben & Allison Jackson visit MSU's 
Cobb Archeological Institute, hosted 
by Dr. Jimmy Hardin & Pastor 
Lifer.jpg 

Photos above: We welcomed new members on 
Tartan Sunday, April 8 [see Page 2]; and Mary 
Martin Fair, Addison Rackley, Jay Cook, 
Bailey, and many others in Wednesday Night 

Fellowship following the music program 
on April 25.  Photo at right: Led by 
Kathy McGill, Vivian Cade, and 
Ashleigh Murdock, FPC’s Children’s 
Choirs present their spring music 

“Your gift will help lift the veil of darkness in the largest unreached nation on earth” Doug Barclay, 
Regional Director of Mission India – thanking us for FPC’s gift in May that will lead to the training this year of 
two new Indian church planters to begin evangelism and two new churches among unreached Indians. 
 

FPC Ascendant in God’s Spirit: 
 Historic May Leads into a Summer of Further Outreach and Joy. 

 

 

August Advance! 
As God Blesses FPC Starkville with A Heart for Him,  

God in Turn Gives us HIS Heart:   
 

 - HIS Heart for Our Multi-Generational Church Family at FPC;… 

FPC Presses FORWARD for the 
Prize of God’s Upward 

 - HIS Heart for FPC to Lead 
the Way in Serving Christ’s 

Good News to an Entire 
COMMUNITY…; 

 … and - HIS Heart for FPC to Lead 
the Way in Serving Christ’s Good 

News to an Entire CAMPUS, 
Transforming Students to Transform the 

World! 
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Dear Church Family and Friends,  
 

While all of 2018 continues to an amazing year of new beginnings and blessings for FPC Starkville, but August 
2018 promises to month especially rich in miracles flowing from the Lord Who declares: “Behold, I am making 
all things new!” I hope you do not miss the Lord’s visitation and the new mission ground He breaks in our midst 
at FPC this very month. I most certainly encourage you to be with us each Sunday. Each August Sunday will 
be remarkable, beginning with special celebrations on August 5 and August 12. On the 5th, we introduce Ben 
Jackson as our Assistant Minister for FPC/COO University Ministry Outreach, and he will preach first sermon 
for FPC (at the 8:30 and 11 a.m. Services). August 12 will include our Sunday morning Tailgate/Team Colors 
Brunch Fellowship (10:25-10:50 a.m.) and Rally Day, as new classes for Children’s Sunday begin. 
 

Finally, however, before looking totally ahead in the upcoming joys of this month, I pause to reflect upon the 
poignant range of celebrations, joys and tears, with which God blessed our church family and blessed me 
personally in July. As noted below also, this past month: 
 

I joined the Wesikopf family and our larger church family in celebrating the birth of – and personally greeting – 
Charles Weiskopf. A few days later, I joined the McKell and Wade families in grieving the death of out beloved 
brother, Jimmy McKell, while simultaneously celebrating his homecoming with the Lord. From birth to death 
and eternal homecoming calls, God blessed us and touched my heart. 
 

Later in July, as I prepared to celebrate Nancy’s and my Wedding Anniversary, I received news that our 
beloved friend Janet Sartelle had died. Most definitely as in the death of Jimmy McKell, Janet’s passing was 
ultimately cause for great joy and celebration – even in the face of our temporal grief. Further, when I was able 
to speak with my dear fiend Rev. John Sartelle the next day, he assured me that – now that Janet had passed 
– all was joy for him. In light of all these events, though, I can testify that I was especially thankful to be able to 
celebrate a special Anniversary with Nancy just a few days after death temporarily separated that very beloved 
mentor-couple for us: Janet and John.  

 

Church Family News  
As a church family, our experiences of joy and sorrow run the full gamut. In May, we celebrated the 100th 

Maggie Cresswell 

Christie Jones Lawrence  

Tyler & Katelyn Wolfe, and their 
daughters, Abigail and Madeline  

Church Family News (Continued) 

FPC Longtime member, 
General James R. (Jimmy) 

McKell: 
Born March 21, 1927; Joined the 

Church Triumphant July 18, 
2018. 

Your pastor and friend 
in Christ, 
Martin W. Lifer III 
 

Charles William 
Weiskopf was 
born Tuesday 
night, July 10, 
2018 – to Lee 
and Amy 
Weiskopf [and to 
big sister Julia]. 
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FPC Fellowship  
 

The Church-Wide Monthly Women’s Fellowship Met on July  24 at the 
Home of Kristen (and Kyle) Skinner. 

All Women Are Invited to Join the Fellowship This Month! 

Our next VIP (Very Important Presbyterians) get 
together will be Tuesday, July 24, at 11:30am at 
FPC’s Fellowship Hall. We will have a light lunch 
and play lots of games! 

Another Wonderful Ascension Sunday/Mother’s Day 
Fellowship Brunch  

The VIP (Very Important Presbyterians) Fellowship Group for All Members 
& Guests 65-Years+ Had a Great Lunch and Fun Fellowship for its Monthly 
Meeting in July (Also on July 24). 
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Elders Ernie George and Dr. James Long Join Pastor Martin Lifer as Commissioners from FPC to the 2018 
General Assembly of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church –  

June 20-22 at Hope Church in Memphis. Please pray for these leaders as they serve the Lord and FPC at 
this key meeting for Mission Planning and in votes that will affect the future of the church and its mission.  

 
 

Outreach Mission – Good News and Opportunities 
 

 

SHOW OFF YOUR 
TEAM’S COLORS 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 12, 
and join us for brunch at 
the extended Fellowship 
Time, 10:25 – 10:50  a.m.   
Weather permitting, tables 
will be set up in the  
Eastside patio & breezeway 
for you to decorate with 
your favorite collegiate 
team's colors and special 
team symbols & 
memorabilia. You are 
welcome to help add to the 
Brunch Tables by bringing 
a favorite snack to share 
with others in our 
fellowship. 
 

Children’s Ministry 
Sunday School  

Rally Day Is Also 
August 12. Children – Join 
us on August 12 as our new 
season of Sunday School 

begins for us to grow 
together in God’s love and 

God’s Word.  
 

FPC’s Annual “TAILGATE”/ TEAM COLORS BRUNCH  
comes early this year –  

on our Rally Day Kick Off for the Children’s Ministry Sunday School: 
SUNDAY, August 12 

FPC Fellowship (continued) 
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Outreach Mission – Good News and Opportunities  
 

FPC Special Easter Giving 
for Mission India leads to the 
Funding the Training of Two 

New Church Planters In 2018! 
If you would like to learn how you 

can help further in sharing the Good 
News of Jesus in the Most Populous and 

Still largely Unreached Nation in the 
World – Please contact Dr. Lifer or 
Elder Jack Forbus, Chairman of the 

Outreach Team. 

We are also inspired and blessed to be a member congregation of the EPC 
Central South Presbytery, which is sponsoring not only a medical mission to 
Syrian refugees living outside of Beirut, Lebanon, but also a several urban new 
church developments with a call to interracial mission. Among such NCD 
missions from the past decade is an NCD that is now a self-sustaining 
congregation, the Downtown Church (EPC) in Memphis. The Downtown Church 
meets in the historic Clayborn Temple, where Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. held 
several key civil rights rallies and prayer services in the 1960’s and where City 
of Memphis Sanitation Workers met in 1968 to begin the “I Am a Man” 
movement.  
Now, Downtown Church has been meeting for the past several years in the 
Clayborn Temple as a growing, racially-integrated EPC congregation for Sunday 

Being part of the EPC – a Global Movement of Evangelical 
Presbyterian Churches - continues to challenge and to facilitate 
our commitment to Christ’s Mission regionally, nationally, and 
internationally. As we connect further with EPC international 

missions sharing the Good News of Jesus to nations and people 
groups among whom Islam is the majority religion, we continue to 
pray for persecuted EPC missionaries, including Pastor Andrew 

Brunson. In July, after further frustrating developments and 
delays in Turkey’s criminal trial of Pastor Andrew, he was – 

thankfully – finally allowed to leave his crowded prison cell and to 
go home under house arrest. Please continue to pray for Pastor 
Andrew, as we await possible further developments prior to the 

scheduled October resumption of his trial. 

As Pastor Lifer and Elder Jack Forbus also reported at the 
Annual Congregational Meeting on July 22, FPC support will 
now be providing for the education and equipping of six (yes – 
6!) church planters in 2018 for new churches with ministry 
outreach to people in India who do not know the saving light and 
truth of Jesus Christ. This is a remarkable development through 
the faithful giving of God’s faithful stewards at FPC and, of 
course, all truly through his grace. All thanks be to Him!  

Some of the photos and message on Page 1 already highlight some of the ways God has blessed this 
summer and will further bless this month FPC’s Local Mission Outreach. Some of the highlights in July 
certainly included when: 
- Nancy Lifer (Vice President of Starkville Habitat for Humanity and Chair of the Family Selection 
Committee) joined FPC’s Joel Downey and other Habitat leaders in bringing the great news of the very-
surprised OCH employee, Erica Rice, that she had been selected to become a Habitat partner and 
homeowner.  
- FPC and our Men’s Cooking Team hosted the Ecumenical, Interracial Christian Men’s Prayer Team, 
together with Dr. Eddie Peasant, Superintendent of the Starkville-Oktibbeha County Consolidated 
School District as the faith-based Kick Off to the School Year on July 25. 
- Charlie Weatherly and I represented our church’s outreach, as we joined the Ecumenical Prayer Team 
in greeting and praying for all teachers and other staff of the Consolidated School District at their 
Convocation at Greensboro Center Thursday morning, August 2 (see photo on Page 1). 
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Contact	  or	  leave	  a	  message	  for	  Pastor	  Martin	  Lifer,	  or	  speak	  with	  Rita	  Usher	  in	  the	  Church	  Office	  –Monday	  through	  Friday	  
–	  at	  the	  Church	  Office	  Number	  (662)	  323-‐1994,	  or	  via	  email	  to	  Office@fpcstarkville.org.	  In	  addition,	  you	  may	  reach	  
the	  following	  ministry	  staff	  via	  their	  direct	  email	  addresses	  listed	  below:	  

	  

FPC	  and	  FPCCC	  Ministry	  Staff	  -‐	  	  email	  addresses	   	  
Rev.	  Dr.	  Martin	  Lifer,	  Pastor	  	  	  	  	  	  mwlifer3@gmail.com	  
Rita	  Usher,	  Pastoral	  Secretary	  &	  Office	  Administrator	  	  	  	  office@fpcstarkville.org	  
Ben	  Jackson, Assistant	  Minister	  for	  FPC/CCO	  University	  Ministry	  Outreach	  	  	  	  bdjackson8@gmail.com 
Ashleigh	  Murdock,	  Children’s	  Ministry	  Coordinator	  	  	  aabmurdock@gmail.com	  
Dr.	  Craig	  Aarhus,	  Music	  Director	  	  	  	  	  aarhus@bellsouth.net	  
Jennifer	  Blackbourn,	  Organist	  	  	  	  	  jenniferblackbourn@hotmail.com	  	  
Kathy	  McGill,	  Children’s	  Choir	  Director	  	  	  	  	  katherinemcgill@hotmail.com	  
Ellen	  Mauldin,	  Church	  Librarian	  	  	  	  	  	  mem3@bellsouth.net	  
Amanda	  Corley, Child Care Director  fpcccdirector@fpcstarkville.org 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
307 University Drive 
Starkville, MS 39759 

FPC Worship and Discipleship News 
 

FPC Children’s Ministry 
As we prepare for Rally Day on August 12, we stil l  
needed We a few more Children’s & Youth Sunday 
School Teachers for Every-Other Sunday Rotations 

this Fall Semester. 

Join us on Sunday Mornings at FPC to begin your week with the Lord and celebrating Good News! 

 TO DISCUSS AND CONSIDER THE 
POSSIBILITIES FOR VOLUNTEERING 
to teach Children’s or Youth Sunday 
School this coming fall semester, 
please speak with Ashleigh Murdock, 
Pastor Lifer, or Rita in the Church 
Office,… or contact Ashleigh directly via 
email at aabmurdock@gmail.com. 
 

This month, we return to our regular Sunday morning 
schedule that includes two worship services for the 
Lord’s Day (currently stil l  at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.) and 
Sunday School 9:45-10:30 a.m.  

 The Crusader Sunday School Class 
for Adults will meet in Fellowship Hall 
8:30-9:25 a.m. each Sunday in July, 
followed by a Church-wide Fellowship 
Gathering 9:30-9:50 a.m. in Fellowship 
Hall for all ages of members and 
guests.  
 

Children’s and Youth Sunday 
School will NOT meet during July to 
provide a “sabbatical” to our members 
who volunteer to teach for Children’s and 
Youth Sunday School the other 11 
months of the year. However, we will 
provide the TLC worship ministry for 
children following the "Good News for 
Young Children" message in the 10 a.m. 
Service, and childcare for infants & 
toddlers will also be provided  during the 
10:00 am Service. 
 

On Sunday, August 5, we will resume to 
our regular Sunday morning schedule 
of two services at 8:30 and 11:00 am, 
and our full Sunday School schedule 
will be back at 9:45-10:30 each Sunday 
morning thereafter. 
 

Ushers and Greeters Needed for Sunday Morning Services! Please Choose Your Dates and Volunteer 
to Serve the Lord on One or More Sundays. Access our “Signup Genius” webpage to sign up for Sundays through 

the end of the year, or call Rita at the church office 662-323-1994 or contact Vivian Cade at cade.vm@gmail.com. 
 

Sign up for the 8:30 Service: tinyurl.com/FPC8-30Ushers-Greeters-Aug-Dec 

We are also inspired and blessed to be a member congregation of the EPC 
Central South Presbytery, which is sponsoring not only a medical mission to 
Syrian refugees living outside of Beirut, Lebanon, but also a several urban new 
church developments with a call to interracial mission. Among such NCD 
missions from the past decade is an NCD that is now a self-sustaining 
congregation, the Downtown Church (EPC) in Memphis. The Downtown Church 
meets in the historic Clayborn Temple, where Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. held 
several key civil rights rallies and prayer services in the 1960’s and where City 
of Memphis Sanitation Workers met in 1968 to begin the “I Am a Man” 
movement.  
Now, Downtown Church has been meeting for the past several years in the 
Clayborn Temple as a growing, racially-integrated EPC congregation for Sunday 


